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THE THRILLING ADVENTURES OF DICK ANTHONY OF ARRAN 


TALBOT MUNDY 


• muddled Vandyke board Hla clothe* 
were nearly rlppad from him: one Ions 
riding boot tea* cut from knee to beel 
aa If It had been paper, and he waa 
bleeding here and there, though In no 
place badly. 

"Your horse?" Dick aakcd. 

••Yea." The roan w»« more Interested 
In Andry's wound than In hla own 
trouble. He wai walking over Dlck'a 
shoulder. 

"Camp near?" 

"A mile away." 

•Servants?" 

"Two. Cogk bearer and groom." 

"Any 
Disk. 

"Yes 


tfttffUffiiiifii soldi*rwlae. oh the offensive. Aa be rod* mention of the name of Russia, when 
\f In ho had seen the .fresh dung and the | Dick Anthony, blissfully unconscious of 


ic-errlakt. WU-i 

D AY dawned on the Caspian. ‘On a 
tongue of land that stretched 
out through the marsh to make 
the only landing place two men 1 
fought savagely*, with tearing ringers- 1 
hut biasing, face to face. 

From out of the mist to seaward came 
the unexpected, deadened thump of oars, 
but the two fought on. 

A sail developed out of the Immeasur¬ 
able base. It swayed and grew nearer, 
silent, slack draped, shadowy. 

A rudder gurgled a* an angle changed. 
Hut the two on shore lay locked In 
their hate hold—deaf, dumb—obllvloua.cx- 
cept to blood lust. 

The creaking of the weary oars. Iiegan 
again, and u heavy-beamed unpalntcd 
native craft crept shoreward, head on. 
to the slow Hap of an unfilled salt 
A giant leaped from the bow*, face 
forward, ready for happenings. He 
caught the hellish rasp of breath, fought 
for between clenched fingers, and leaned 
forwnnj with one hand lo his ear 

-They*l| be fechtln'. .Ur. Dicky, iluse 
at han"T" 

"Make fast then and wait for me:" 

The giant dragged the anchor over¬ 
board, and plunged It Into clay with one 
sweep of hla tremendous arms. The 
action was Instant, but In had not 
mdihed before another inai k aloud be- j 
sole him. who surely seemed lord of j 
all lie looked at: stood and looked aa j 
Viking never did—for the Vikings were [ 
slaves to auperstltlon. and this man. | 
Dick Anthony, was free lie had a j 
rtrange old claynfore bung to his side. 

Dl.-k stopped, and stooped to look 
closer Into « patch of trampled crass 
Andry MacDougal crouched behind him 
like a well-trained hound in leash. Dick 
aelsed a human leg and tugged at It. 
but there was no response. 

Andry moved anil chose unothrr leg 
from out the tangle. He pulled ns If | 
anchor tip j 
w rent bed 
s 'tier: and 


m.v. 


I I hoof marks of two or three troops at Impending trouble, breasted the rise be- 
I least. He Was quite sure they would fore the Russian.- gap. riding at the 
| not liars left their unattended officer far head of hla little party. 

■ behind or for any length of time. There- The old two-edged sword wlUt Its Jews 
for* this was a plan and possibly a trap, rled basket-hilt stlfl hung from an old 
"So lh« Russians back In Baku know Mm Brown belt at hla hlo: and his mood 


Go,TelltheCzar! 


he rersorted, as ho rode was advertised by the tuns 
would be no he played for I lie rucks to echo back, 
aearks Would lie had his precious bagpipes out and 
weet will on over his shoulder the U-rlhboned drones 
know Dec k- were monotoning their fierce accompa- 
Ihcy have nlment to "Scut. Win Hoe™ 
ascription of "Halt:" rang a sudden order, and Dick 
t has turned halted. A Fossae* outpost brought 
• r so good:" rifle to Ihe challenge, and the music 
But hla war-trained brwln assured him t eased. 

Hist there had been a trap laid Order* "Put your hands up"* 
it Dick. "We have been of dressing her for a ball that waa all given In advance to stable handr. and The soldier spoke In Russian, but Dick 
n—for the man:" but qolte official. troops of cavalry that galloped out of uiid'rrtood him. 

I She danced with a draen men whose 1 sight when one man came were proof "Shoot, If you fee I that way™ he said 
breasts were a blase of decorations. I to him of preconcerted plan In Ktiglleh: then lie legged Ills horse 

r* «nd she found her wa> at last to a| »*o. with a ilnst cat-call of derision and forward, reeling nearly certain that U» 

Anthony, that Ihc pa- sittlng-out place between half tropical - a last peppery Jeet that included all Rus- 1 Russlnn would not dare. 

>od. loyal men who love ferns and flowers on the arm of a! ala and all Fosaacka. horse. Infantry, and j At the sound of voices h!« whop party. 
Id tight for her. dar* man who wore no decoration* I guns In one atrocious summary. I'sbeg except Lancaster and the luggage train. 

Ivea for fear of Russia. "Well?" ha asked, when he had aatls- [ All marshaled his little party and »-t It!came cantering up. Then a Fo-sa-k of- 

< In hiding In the moun- fled himself that none could overhear, clattering through the gate hi the dlrec- lhe r show-d himself In the middle of 

hem not very far from ' •*!, this to ba another Egypt? More . tlon of the camp. the gap ..-ino raid something In a quiet 

land of those men. drive millions of rubles, more promise* still I "Ho: Followers of Islam:*' He flattered voice to I the man who had challeng'd: 

of northern Persia by less re.ult?" them at Ihe limit of hla .old 1ST lung*. for answer, the rifle bolt went to the 

n. and within two weeks have done my utmost In each! well knowing that not or.e of the ragged ground egaln. 

he whole of Fermi, ab instance." said the princsss. divining! len deserved the llthy "I lead you now "Have a care. Sahib - " whispered Fa¬ 
ll* Great Powers fgoad- that sir* stood on the verge of danger., to sea a man of men. to see a warrior, heg All. "See Ihe smoke of twenty Arcs 
y flnanee) behind Per- 1 "Certain other precautions have been to «er a king, who landed In the morn- , beyond the rise’ They be many anil wo 
needed are the courage taken this time." he said. "Anthony' Ing mist with a sword hung at hla side j but len. for turn-aster sahib Is no Ilgiit- 
rolc effort!" meets with approval—tha very Are- ! that once Iskander wore— Iskander-(he | rr—lie hides already among the baggage 

enough." laughed Dick., brand for the business!—but your plan sword of him who conquered th.: world." animals." 

-ourse. that you could goes Into the discard. Yes. we bare: Luck was all with Fsiieg. a. it usually! "Are you certain we're m Persia 
>rlty for making prom- a belter plan." | lr with men whose eyes are eklnned and ■ Dirk asked. 

I suppose, would ship "Have 1 a part In II?" she asked with | wboee wit play. second lo thelrl 'Surely. Bahadur." 

alt Ion. and I haven t a a. little display of Intrfeat aa she dared: pluck Dick, wlio would hair been furi-| Dick's strange eyes liluard. and had th« 

I* smuggled. I'd like show. * ! ou. had lie sue<uvd a fiagm-nt of the ] Russian bad the lurk p. |,iin or. * 

hit I must refuse os a "Yes. once again." lie added darkly. Afghan', game, am,) who would never or twl.-e In a lighting mood, us Andry 

I under any circumstances hale agreed *•• lad. and Fall's- Ali Khun, m- would hav. 

i ■■ - m—i- Ik- was .ill -it,willing!,' retting the slag, | called up hla realrn-nt then and Ih'ro 

—--as-u - — rVLi ~ ^ ; | i» Dahls and getting ready for a i-rfeci, and finished the trouble I. fore It could 

7 1 f-- -_' - — ■ —— .climax, |,rop*rly l-egln. Bur he made Ihe mb- 

? _ri ~ • y- I Ihuvl- »* he nlW'BV. was when there ,„ke „ f , h | nkln g III. k an ordlnarv man 

—- - || I - 1 ■ — was rotlnng .trenuou. and difficult to do j |,e | u . 1 hi. or-!- r». which gave him 

—‘ __.ni*r_~_" ' DP k bethought limi of the boar's blood ' ,„ r( |mi„ latitude 

~ — a * -aa—- I on bis claymore. Fsually Ando' ' leaned , - FBr , h „ ,, „ s-„(Iand. give me a 

' ' — *■ — - - the sword and kept It brighter ll.au » , w. apo-i. -omelanly '" .aid Ardrv in flerco 

Vmirror: now Dl'k I.,;. I'd himself about : nndmones. mil I Meg Ali Kahn slipped 

: the i*llahlng and Itwik his lime to do the |h!m s dagger Tl,e rest ln.is.ned their 

^\\ And while Dick polished. 1'slieg All’s their automatic pistols when they Judged 

.) brain was busy. al the renter contriving 1 the Russian's eye was not ,.n them. 

~) n«w details of hla plan. Like Ihe Rus- ■ tviiliont ar.orhrr word In nttylio.lv Diek 

S »l»n gorernm. nt. Fsh.-g All wanted Dick iod* on and they- pressed In luster after 

j slan government, he wanted ^that courw. : -11,1c • r r1e4 jhe R„..l»:i officer 

rSfc* . / V 'h- M,N ,B •*' ,|, ' r 1 ■*-» l>, *'' , > "lig.t b. * *r r r ',^ commandant. "1." answered. -of 

kt | .y.gTa tu-i hor7' 1 >l ^ | r| l r '* l,,,, ' nt " f ^"s-yrftoi and «' present 

pBLsj l' ■ Hy w y? rTn ,, 1 * 

^ j seashore I piek^ stilV 

*- cr v. lu V v ' ' rnn>Bor, u r "> '*■" n . f rh^'er 'V'gh.U/'.f.-d h"' ;^r' B 

III A ■HI XtJ&J-SPJd , lh* ship that brought them, and r*« with .. fbihcrt.fr ..mid It.c i,.,. ihe 

Wjrr r III I "'«• unrolled shoe. In pr->f that they 1 hordes grase.1 nt the . n-1 o! , IckM tows, 

ill l I no1 Thrrr w« will tike with ,| nr ,j r«*o«lv 


Why? * 

••How much money, contained in what 
asked Dick. . 

Th., man stared harder yet. and looked | enee to offer, at a Price, 
uncomfortable. 

"I ki*ep my money In 
with my Initial, on It." 

"Gold, by any chance?" 

"English sold." raid the 
He was ratlsfled by thl* time that Dick 
roejnt to rob him. 

•What are the Initials on the bag?" 
asked Dick. 

"R. L.' The man was speculating 
again, wildly now. Then Pick reached In 
Ilia pocket and pulled out the little 
leather bag. 

"Count ’em!" be said, holding It out. 

The man chose not to count. He 




tually—a man of Influence with Influ- 
Not 0110 of 

Ihe three was Inattentive or Indiffer¬ 
ent Yet no three men he had ever 
met had looked so noncommittal. 

"You said ySu have never heard of 
the Okhrana. It Is the a*cret police 
of Russia. The Okhrana Is the devil, 
busy about biylldlng hell—and th* 
hell is her*. In Persia. Mr. Anthony!" 

Dick sat a little strwlghtar. but said 
nothing. 

"I Invite you to wage war on this 
devil. Mr. Anthony—you. with what¬ 
ever following you have a* yet!" 

"Is tlb Invitation your own?" 

"No. mr; my Arm's It shall be con- 
and J firmed." 

pol- • “And on whose behalf am I asked 
i to light " 
ked ! "Persia's." 

bad | "Explain." 

Hf c 1 "First consider your position. Mr. An¬ 
ally fhony." h* emu Domed, holding out that 
lcr w forefinger again. "You dare not go home, 
even supposing you could escape There 


leather bag 


lie were hrlplng lo get an 
and the Instant they were 
apart each turned on hi- r» 

—numb. dumb, breathless—they had spile i'|jony!" ~' V " *. | 

enough remaining Jo lie dangerous. Dick "Of Arran?" I U “ 

had to kneel on his mail and squteae j "Yes." v 

e-o. _..i -r A new .World of understanding and 

th fl.ht out of h , dosen mlxaj emotions swept across ( 

Andry carried hi* hnlf-thiotlled unvagi j |h , 
to the waters edge and ducked him un- "If that's who >ou arc. I can be of 
til he was too weak to remonstrate; then I service." be sgld emphatically. "Will W 

. I you come over to my tent? I II be fj 

he laid him on the grass. happy to give you some Information." 

"Be* yon!" he grinned, pointing. "Iiiformnflon about what?" 

Dirk followed Ihe direction of hl> tin-j "About ihe Okhrana." JK 

grr. stooped where the gras, had tarn, Z^ r ^ „° f f rr)nc „, olR . 1 X 

trampled by the lighting, and picked U F Kurageorgovlrh-' v 1 

a little lesther hag "Yes." said Dick, frowning. 

At the same Instant, at the sight of ' She's Ihe paw of the Okhrana Will 
the same small bag In Dlck'a hands, the >< p| ( . k °'n,^j,|, l i 

men who had frught lo a stalemate ic- py me lima they reached the two 

covered breath, will, reason, or at lew at white tent* that glistened only one de- 

instlnct. Instinctively Disk and Andy '^^^bou," y 

i.l«Tuc<i. rach lo make >urc that lh«* olher r a i M eom liulona a« one man well may £- 

waa alert. They rlanrrd bark, and lliero form within one hour. 

was nothing where the iwo had been: T? 1 '" Ihry . top * <w*ts on chair* 

. ......... . . mid boxes In the l,.rger of the two 

they had vanished Rke frightened anl- , n4 „ ob , r , l^nc.tsr at anew 

ninli*. thrust out lit* muddy little hrard 

"Did th* bag hare a deal o' silver in he found himself at a terrlll* dlsad- 
aniiii-re.i Xodr, vantage. Three pair* of calm, rmfright- 

it. woudered Antjr> . ene.l ere* were leveled at him. He felt -^= 

liold!* uM Pi*rk. then* trad him lo the marrow. And he 

From Ihe lioal tl>al had borne them only had our eye to answer bark. 
out of uncMieCedne., the rower, and Et " ne Utt nnrt ' rou or ,r ' 

their chief-eight m'n In turbnns-wcre -Vmi are." said Plek: and Robi-rt Lan- 
pllchlng their belongings lo the elior* In 'aster, nearly closing his one eye. be. 
hurried .lienee came aware ihai what Dick said wa* so. 

I^neaslsr fished Inside an Inner pnek- 
^'Do you happen to r-cognlxr thl* place. whi ,. h haI , ee.wped ripping by a mlr- 
r- r* -Ml KhunT* I»!ck a*kr«l odr. hr pnxliirrd a *nrd raar. drrir out 

Nay. sahib! But * recognise dry land * clean card, and laid It In front of 

I On...,- Ik.• . ii.i, _,„a. II— D|, k. na If ll were the ace of trumps 

end know that Allah made It. DPk pl-krd up the owl end recomixid 

"Would 'Oil rare to sail farther, ami t|,e r,.m' of a flnanclul house that Is 

try for a hetter landing"' ri'nrlv *• well known as some nsilons 

"God forbid sahlh!" The Afghan step- arB ***•* latncaet-r's name wa. In 

a t*oimm comrr. 

l ,fl d ashore, ami lioved his stateliest , m fhr , r r ep-c-e n i*tlre In Persia." 

"Didn't like It. ch?" he said. 

• May devil, rot the b..at and Russians "Banker Is what I have called my- 
ndr In .«:• -wore Fsle-g AM Khan iTVuJT.T toVo't 

"Huniun RunboMti* mrt Kourln.' the thinft*. It Include, for example. Ihc 
•' •xplau now for a »lirhl of It.” -Jtld Dkk cultlvallmi by uran* j| »njr dlrcrc- 

Andry prick'd up h,s esrs: l ,beg Ali •*?"; with certain 

... . , . or the telegraph people and others. 

Khan stroked his black heard, and hie HI* on' e\e was wal, hlng keenly for 

seven walled sllcrdly in line, as became sign* of eon,* effect on his audience. '* “ “* ITa 

Hie henchmen of a i.arrtor. "I know ,11 your recent history. Mr. > 

Burn the boat. Andry™ ordered Dick. Anthony? a British . 

A moment later smoke came from th* , l or ll , 'h»'vnce' he ontlnued. "1 «" J* " 

half d*. kcl-ovcr afterpnrL Two minutes ' hB < You were .dfered the com- 

more. *n,l a tongue of flame lf< ked up m " n '' • h '* '»-«'■'>'• « »*"V In the third A. 

They W.t, hed until a Fa,plan ripple lap- "‘'•"'P' »<* «»"<» «» n-.nke on th. *, J 

led over th. slrsllng hulw.rke like ,|,« * hr ® n « ® r r " sla ' ^*>“ refused Ton 1 

lip of Nemesis, and there «;m nothin* hr °;'' "r" u '\ ' h ' 7;’'" of » C <“’ ^dVhl to 
left but ember* st.li.lng the smooth sea M °, k "Flment .hat tried tn arrest you. l ° f 

Dick turned to see eight Afghan, with *" d ' ,u ' •» **' • rtoW how 

their hills thrust out toward him At . ' hr0 ” h # * hlrb not «”» h ' eunbo «'" ' ° . 

-ord from F.bog Khan they drew. Eight “ '»''»» " ETkncw U 

blades shot upward, shimmering In II.* "!i 5. . of them: ' 

morning sun. Eight imlrs of level. Asiatic Jw,' 'e.?™ T _ , was good. 

.... ru-o*- Thin, believe mV. Mr. Anthony. I . 

„ r,nT- ittri "I" x't d -~p r ,r- r, 7;; 't&ssirz -r-y.Jr 

he and these *lgh. men s.ood rhdged^n T f'nglr M n.ck snd A" Khan? 

Ihe bond unbreakable-the soldier - ,ooked .long it with hi. on. eye. a, a He sat . 

'.' A« ,r Y_«'>o broke the spell min p ,„ lin „ down a rifle barrel. Dick showing in 

What . yon he asked, lulnllns nM hl ,„ rh or b|.ck bean! 

... horse- sold Dick. A horse grax- -The princess Olga Kai a geovgorlch— whUker- hi 
"f., . ..... . . . __ . . . I understood you lo say you know who “I wleli 

Light of the leu had been w-ar taught rhr telegraphed to *11 points fore." said 

,. Ihe trick of looking iiu.ckly. Andry , h „ offrr of , r „ ord of five thousand Imagining I 
had learned In the army and at «.»: yet rub|r . for vollr .live." ernmcnU * 

Disk was quickest. Centering from a look .,, | n „rested. but was not Sahib. ' 

horse that Xraxed with an empty sadSl. mov „, comm ,„t. "have I n. 

sn his back, all eyes searched out the "t- n der *11 the circumstance*, our need™ 

Idaln In widening rings. In n moment mMt | nB i, the most fortunate thing "Thanks.' 
r>|ek was off. running head forward, with lhM rouId h ave happened, and not to "Salaam. 
Irawn twonl. and the others-not yet you onlv | flatter mvself that many. Robert I 
knowing why they rwn-werc streaming very many . will benefit by It later on. ferret with 
ifter him. Andry last. Thp po tn t fin driving al I* this: of enough i 

Then they all saw aliat Dick had seen Frnm a n accounts, you are a man when lie fo 


I There was no .mure in the ;am: the the f,, 

klcd He will Okhrana played. ullhoug:i ther- old j owrr r „.| t 

. - *‘ pf ' n ' a , *'* d: ‘J * *’ r hoi"'' " l>»e Lin- e „„ hnnscif In 

Jicried from pll- ,-astir ltd Dick sod hl« parti up aver',., , 

killed or caught the spurs of the Klbtirx Mountains, trai -—., „ , ...... l : 

> excuse enough eling far more slowly than the "banker" | . - nd .t„ 

rn Persia with wished brenase Di. k would not overtax : 1. hlm ‘ Mnd |„ 
my corps Tor- th-- ta—r. lag-weary horses. They had' , (l . „it. hed ', 

I" of the law. n,. means of knowing Hr it a Cowsack I h ., r _,n, , |IP -,. 

regiment hnd Liken adiantage of their' th ,. m u„, , 

thony is then dallying lo make a ring nruui.d them w hlT „. n , „ 
ras unguardedly and precede them to the hill*. I. white Aic I 

m man at her At a point where three hill spurs coin-, ,.Ki-r in ,n,we- 
Ihat time. Mr elded at a rIdee and the onlv passage in I -u on i our „ 
Aed to be use- the mountain-range beyond was a neck p , ,,, ' , 

■own dangerous, of land, well wooded, that narrowed grad- ... ,, k 

ombstone If you .tally to a notch of fifty f.-vt between ' v ' .. 

two cliff*, lo Open again Into n natural ' . 

* • walle.1 amphllhialer. the Russians L„..„ - 

■ lies of savagely bivouacked And there, one by one. eight 1 V.*.” . ,m. 

Khan's thoughts of the siragxling. leg-weary victims of ' 

silt of a batter- I'sbeg All Kahn's Imagination strolled JV,, 
me w alls bore Into the trap and were made prisoners. J-., ••' 
ne Cnssark vl»l- They were insiantlv recognised and flog- Ih . , 

if bullet marks, geil by Russbru Cossacks for having de- . ' k . K.,, 
but he shouteq serted the P. rslun serv ices It wns th*- * ju ck watched 
s» came out to crack if a knout and a victim's scream dri , h i s 
it waiting while that warned the last two In time: they bun ..(, t„*a rd | 
een-eyed survey turned aside, cllmhe.1 the iineltmhahlc. a m lnule looked 
en It did not preferring tienrl. certain death lo Hie 1 almost lo scot 
humor In Ihe chan", of Fossack me cy. and hur-ied i .. rm . ,,-es 
officer should to the mountain* b> a Jackal trail? The; ] rrr fP crvis. nr 
the gate, look reached m camp of refugees In n valley f or c 
Insolence, read of Ihe n* vt range half dead and whollj I "Dirk '' she . 
•nlemptuous |.er- eon. In, ing be,-ause they had been so game together" 
a admitted. tiioioughly convinced themselves. j y nu rHr d ., 

■ ravansary came "fire-k-Antonee has conic:" they In- 1 f „ t,,ek wl 
of arrogant aus- slated. "He Iras come with his sword and • y oitr master lh, 
reveling servility, hip giant, and hi* eagle, and his eight it, tool or fed. 




